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DATE: 13 Jul 87

These two articles were passed to me by 
Col John Sowers, HQ MAC/DE, with the 
attached note while I was at MAC TDY.
I think either one of the articles would 
be appropriate for reprinting in the 
Herald and it would certainly show folks 
that people outside of just the local 
area took note of and learned from the 
accident. The families might also 
appreciate a copy.
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CARGO PLANE CRASHES; An extraction parachute deploys from a crashing C-130 during a tank-dropping 
demonstration at Fort Bragg, N.C., on Wednesday. . . : * :

plane crashes, 
maneuver;

in
FORT BRAGG, N.C. (AP) — A 

C-130 cargo plane performing a 
tank-dropping maneuver crashed 
and burned on a dirt runway 
Wednesday, kUling five service
men but stopping 100 yards short 
of bleachers filled with spectators.

Four of six Air Force crewmen 
on the plane were killed, as well as 
an Army soldier on the ground, 

: said Capt. Brian Irving of Pope Air 
Force Base, where the four-engine 
turboprop was based.

Irving said three crewmen 
were taken by helicopter to Wo
mack Community Hospital at Fort 
Bragg. Sgt. Lori Cogan of the Fort

■ Bragg Public Affairs Office later 
said one of those crewmen had 
died. The two surviving crewmen

■ were being transferr^ to Fort

Cargo plane 
crash

Raleigh

Atlantc
200 Miles

Sam Houston, Texas.
Irving said the soldier killed on 

the groimd was one of two men in 
. a military vehicle hit by theplane 
after it stidded 1,000 yards down a 
dirt runaway and into some trees. 
Heaald be did not know what hap
pened to the second man.

The plane was displaying a 
technique fn which a parachute is 
.used to pull a tank or other vehi
cle out tne tear cargo door while 
the plahe is only a few feet off the 

. ground#»ffijaals said. The maneu
ver, perfoj-ineu in front of a 
crowd induoliljg families of 82nd 

-.Airborne.Division troopers, was 
open to the public.

. Capt. Donald Sensing of the 
public information office at Pope 
Air Force Base, where the plane is 
based, said landing gear is always 
extended for the maneuver and it 
was not unusual for the wheels to 
hit the ground.

“We really saw what it didn’t 
do',” Sensing said. “The aircraft 

"‘should have gained altitude, but it 
dld-not ;Then, the aircraft went 

■ out of sight and the next thing we 
saw was a hall of fire.”
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Crash Survivor Happy 
To Be Back At Old Job

By HENRY CUNINGHAM
Of The Times Staff

Pope Air Force Base Sgt. Tony P. Holmes, one of two 
survivors of the C-130 airplane crash on July 1,1987, at 
Fort Bragg in which four crew members died, says he is 
happy to be back at his old job as flight engineer.

“It was my job,” said Holmes, who is assigned to the 
40th Tactical Airlift Squadron. “If you were in a car 
crash, you wouldn't stop driving because you were in an 
accident. After I came back, I felt real good about it.”

The pilot, navigator, two load masters and a Fort 
Bragg soldier on the ground died in the fiery crash in 
front of more than 4,000 spectators as the C-130 was 
performing a LAPES, Low-Altitude Parachute Extrac
tion System, at Sicily Drop Zone.

He and 1st Lt. Marc A. Lenke, the co-pilot, spent 
months after the accident in a burn center at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. Lenke also has returned to work as a 
pilot in the squadron. Holmes said.

“There’s not a day goes by that I don’t think about 
it,” said Holmes, 30, a Danville, Ill., native. “It’s 
definitely in my mind. As far as flying again, I don’t 
have any fear of that. I really don’t want to dwell on it.”

Holmes said he has flown recently on missions 
ranging from moving equipment for President Bush to 
resupplying U.S. forces at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

“I was just up at Kennebunkport, Maine, to move 
some equipment,” Holmes said. “Our crew duty days 
are up to 16 hours. It’s usually a 12-hour day whenever 
we fly.”

Holmes attended Danville Area Community College 
for one year and enlisted in the Air Force in 1977.

Stoff Photo By CRAMER GALLIMORE

Sgt. Holmes Checks C-130 Electrical System
“I always wanted to join,” Holmes said. “The war 

See PROFILE, Next Page



pictures always got me going. I always wanted to fly. 
You needed a BA (bachelor of arts) to be a pilot. The 
next thing would be a flight engineer.”

Holmes initially was trained as a crew chief and flew 
on a KC-135 tanker at Castle, Calif., with the 93rd 
Bombardment Wing, he said. The Air Force requires 
airmen to be non-commissioned officers with three 
years of maintenance experience before training to 
become a flight engineers, he said.

“Nobody really knows what he does,” Holmes said of 
^ flight engineers. “The pilots get the glory.”

Before flying. Holmes checks for hydraulic leaks and 
makes sure the batteries are charging properly, he said.

/ In flight, he computes cruise data and monitors fuel, 
' * electrical panel, pressurization panel and anti-icing 

systems, he said. After the flight, he completes forms 
about flight data for maintenance personnel.

“I don’t think I ever talked to anybody who is a flight 
engineer and didn't like the job,” he said. “It’s one of the 
few jobs enlisted (personnel) can have and fly and use 
their head. You’ve constantly got to be thinking about 
what’s going on about you.”

V Fljph^ pipmpprif amnjint nf runwsV-

required for takeoff and data for flying with three 
engines, he said.

“This airplane flies very well with three engines,” he 
said. “I want four of them out there turning, but it flies 
well with three.”

The flight engineer sits behind the pilots, and part of 
the job is talking to the other crew members about 
flying conditions, he said.

“We use a lot of charts,” he said. “Different cargoes 
go on the aircraft. We figure what the engines can 
perform at. You take weights, pressure, altitude and 
temperatures into consideration for engine perfor
mance.”

Holmes said he is looking forward to further 
challenges in his career.

“I want to get more into the special operations side 
of flying,” he said. “That seems to be the next challenge 
for me. They go to different places. If push came to 
shove, it would be special operations who would be 
going in first.”

And he wants to remain in his field after he leaves 
the military, he said.

“I’d like to be a flight engineer for a commercial 
airline when I retire,” Holmes said. “I don’t see I’d be

- leaving hero anytime soon--------------- --------
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2nd Report Released On C-130 Crash
By HENRY CUNINGHAM

Of The Times Staff

The Air Force has released a second report on 
the July 1 crash of a C-130E airplane at Fort 
Bragg before 4,000 spectators, but the 
2-inch-thick document does not provide answers 
about why the crash occurred.

The Accident Investigation report includes 
testimony from 67 people, ranging from two 
survivors to the wing commander, but it reaches 
no conclusions on the cause of the crash that 
killed four crew members and a soldier on the 
ground.

Capt. Garry M. Bardo Jr., the pilot who died in

the crash of the Pope Air Force Base plane, was 
praised by several witnesses who dismissed the 
possibility that pilot error caused the crash.

Others, including Col. Edward N. Brya, 
commander of the 317th Tactical Airlift Wing, 
remarked that the plane took a noticeably steep 
approach to the drop zone but that the approach 
did not necessarily indicate trouble.

One survivor, Sgt. Tony P. Holmes, the flight 
engineer, told an investigative board there was a 
generator problem on the No. 2 engine, but the 
generator was disconnected and the flight 
continued.

Holmes said the engine start, taxi and takeoff 
were “pretty normal” but recalled the descent to 
the drop zone was “a little extreme.”

The plane was performing during an annual 
display of Army and Air Force airborn capabili
ties. It was demonstrating a low-altitude 
parachute extraction exercise where the aircraft 
flies low over a field and drops a heavy load 
without landing.

The plane descended, touched the ground and 
skidded off a dirt landing strip into pine trees and

. See CRASH, Page 5-A
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" exploded in a ball of flames before horrified

SP Investigators asked Holmes if he recalled 
whether the pilot attempted to stop the aircraft
on the zone as it touched the ground.

He replied; “I don’t remember. I ve had a lot 
of dreams since then, and after the ther® f ® 
point there where I just don’t remember anything

The other survivor, 1st Lt. Marc A. Lenke, the 
co-pilot, told the board because of head 
injuries” he did not remember many facts
relating to the accident and mission planning.

Lenke said he recalled Bardo saying. We re
g<,TrSeK"''advocale of the Military 
Airlift Command at McGuire Air Force Base,
N J, prepared the report in which witnesses 
were warned that testimony would be made 
public and used for “any purpose deemed 
appropriate by competent authority.

“The purpose of the accident investigation is 
to obtain and preserve all available evidence for 
use in claims, litigation, disciplinary actions, 
adverse administrative proceedmgs and for all 
other purposes,” Col. Phillip E. Lackey, 
accident investigating officer, stated in the
report.

Officials compiling the report were instructed 
that the report was not to contain opinions, 
conclusions or recommendations.

A 179-page Safety Mishap Investigation 
report, prepared by the Air Force Inspection and 
Safety Center at Norton Air Force Base, Calif.,

and released in September, ruled out several 
possible mechanical causes of the crash.

That report stated the accident probably was 
not caused by foreign objects, engine or 
mechanical problems or the low-altitude extrac
tion, which the plane was performing when it
crashed on Sicily Drop Zone. r .

But Air Force officials routinely refuse to 
release the second parts of such reports in which 
conclusions, if any, are stated. The reports 
contain the testimony of witnesses who are
PThfcr:““emSly»ere aSSigned to U.e 40tb 
Tactical Airlift Squadron of the 317th Tactical
Airlift Wing at Pope Air Force Base.

Lt. Col. Steven D. Acuff, commander of the 
40th Tactical Airlift Squadron and overall 
mission commander for the capabilities exercise, 
described Bardo as “a very competent, pro
fessional pilot.” j

“If it was a high priority mission I had total 
confidence in Garry to perform and called on him
often to do so,” Acuff told the board

The squadron commander said he talked to 
Bardo and the crew just before takeoff and 
“detected nothing out of the ordinary.”

Other witnesses said Bardo appeared
“nervous” prior to the flight. .

Airman 1st Class Anthony W. Hatley de 
scribed Bardo as “jittery” on the day of the
mission. . ^ „ p nnSgt. Anthony Richard Argara, a C-130
loadmaster who was a member of the 40th 
Tactical Airlift Squadron, said: I was a persona 
friend of both loadmasters on the accident

aircraft, but I do not know of anything that could
wSr—ds the 3I7th Tactical 

Airlift Wing and witnessed the crash from the 
reviewing stands, said; “You could certainly call 
it a steep approach, but it would be within 
parameters of the LAPES delivery. The airplane 
started its descent later than I would have and 
steeper than I would have but, then again, it was 
certainly within the envelope of how you make
that approach.” , . . „

Firet Lt. David Ray Evans, who originally 
was scheduled to be the co-pilot, described Bardo 
as “a rock-solid individual.”

“Just from my past experience flying with 
Captain Bardo, he was one of the best I ve 
ever flown with,” Evans told the board. If the 
simple explanation is that it was pilot error, it 
would be hard to convince me of that because 
Garry was good and I just don’t believe he would 
take an airplane and fly it into the ground like 
that unless something else was happening or 
something was going in that airplane. Something 
was wrong.”

The report includes testimony from 1st Lt. 
Michael A. Kelly, assistant weather officer of 
Detachment 21, 15th Weather Squadron at Pope 
Air Force Base. He briefed the crews on the day 
of the crash.

“I’m reasonably sure that weather was not a
factor in the accident,” Kelly said.

Maj. Steven R. Springer, assistant operations 
officer for the squadron, said the pilot and crew 
were “the best in the squadron, in all respects.



C-1 ^0 Crew Had ’ 
Hint Flight In Trouble

By JASON BRADY
StofI Writer

Radio transmissions from a 
Lockheed C-130E transport that 
crashed during a capabilities 
exercise at Fort Bragg July 1 never 
hinted the flight was in trouble.
The radio transmission 

transcripts were part of an accident 
investigation report obtained by 
The Fayetteville Observer from the 
Air Force Inspection and Safety 
Center, Norton Air Force Base,

Calif. The released portion of the 
full accident report provides little 
insight into the cause of the crash, 
saying only that the pilot’s flare 
to ascend from a low-altitude 
parachute extraction system ma
neuver did not “sufficiently arrest” 
descent, and the plane hit the 
ground.
At 9 a.m. that morning, Capt. 

Garry M. Bardo Jr. started the

(Sec CRASH, Page 2A) IS

(Continued From Page lA) 
plane’s engines at Pope Air Force 
Base. The airplane would be one of 
four C-130S of the 40th Tactical 
Airlift Squadron, 317th Tactical 
Airlift Wing, flying a formation 
toward Fort Bragg’s Sicily Drop 
Zone.
The airplane was to demon

strate a LAPES maneuver before a 
crowd of about 5,000 at the annual 
Fort Bragg-Pope Air Force Base 
capabilities exercise. The maneu
ver involves descending to 5 to 10 
feet above the ground and having a 
piece of equipment pulled from the 
rear of the plan by carge 
parachutes.
After takeoff at about 9:37 a.m., 

the Pope control tower handed the 
airplane off to Fayetteville 
approach control. In the next hour 
the C-130s flew desipated routes 
over Pope and Fort Bragg.
At 10:17 a.m.. Even 44 was given 

permission to start its descent over 
Sicily Drop Zone, and at 10:25, Even 
45, the second ship in the formation, 
reported to the Fayetteville control 
tower that Even 44 “went down.”
Killed were Bardo; Capt. John B. 

Reiser III, navigator, loadmasters 
TSgt. Timothy J. Matar and Airman 
1st Class Albert G. Dunse, and a 
soldier spectator SSgt. Douglas 
“Lance” Hunter, who was sitting in 
a vehicle at the end of the runway.
Surviving the crash were Lt. 

Marc A. Lenke, co-pilot, and Sgt. 
Tony P. Holmes, flight engineer. 
Lenke and Holmes have recovered 
from severe bums and have re
turned to Pope Air Force Base.
According to the report, both 

loadmasters sustained fatal head 
and chest injuries during the crash. 
The pilot and navigator survived 
the crash but were killed by fire. 
Lenke and Holmes survived 
because they escaped the flight 
deck.

Hunter was killed when the 
airplane skidded slightly off center 
of the runway and crashed into 
three Army vehicles sitting in a 
woodline some 1,800 feet from 
where the plane initially hit the 
ground.
According to a summary of the 

report written by Col. Sherman W. 
Bear, president of the investigating 
board, the airplane’s “flare,” or 
ascent, did not prevent the plane 
from hitting the pound.
In addition the extraction 

parachutes did not properly inflate 
when the aircraft hit the pound 
because parts of the plane became 
entangled with the large chutes. 
Only one chute fully deployed and 
eventually pulled a Sheridan 
armored reconnaissance vehicle 
from the plane.
An explosion occurred as the 

plane’s right winpip struck an 
Army vehicle at the end of the 
runway, according to the report 
The airplane, in flames, came to 
rest about 2,040 feet from the initial 
impact
The accident report was ob

tained through a Freedom of In
formation Act request and contains 
only a portion of the full report 
According to Air Force officials, 
portions of the report dealing with 
the investigating board’s analysis, 
findings and recommendations are 
exempt from disclosure, as are the 
statements of witnesses giving un
sworn testimony, medical reports 
and technical reports given by 
contractors.
“Release of these portions of the 

safety report would jeopardize a 
significant government interest by 
materially inhibiting its ability to 
conduct future safety investiga
tions pertaining to the crashes of 
Air Force aircraft,” according to a 
cover letter provided with the 
report
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No hint 
of trouble 

in crash 

transcripts
FAYETTEVILLE (AP) - Radio 

transmissions from a military plane 
that crashed during a July exhib
ition at Fort Bragg, killing four ser
vicemen and injuring two, gave no 
hint that the flight was in trouble, 
transcripts show.
An accident report, portions of 

which were released to the Fayet
teville Observer under the Freedom 
Of Information Act, shows that a 
series of problems led to the crash, 
the newspaper reported Tuesday.
Transcripts of the radio transmis

sion from the C-130E transport plane 
were part of an accident investiga
tion report from the Air Force In
spection and Safety Center at Nor
ton Air Force B.' 'California.

The release on of the full
accident repon s only that the 
pilot’s ascent from a low-altitude 
parachute extraction system 
maneuver “did not sufficiently ar
rest’’ descent, and the plane hit the 
ground.

Spectators turn away from crash in July at Ft. Bragg
File photo

According to a summary of the 
report written by Col. Sherman W. 
Bear, president of the investigating 
board, the airplane’s “flare,” or as
cent, did not keep the plane from 
hitting the ground.
In addition, the extraction 

parachutes did not properly inflate 
when the aircraft hit the ground 
because parts of the plane became 
entangled with the large chutes. On
ly one chute fully deployed and 
eventually pulled a Sheridan ar
mored reconnaissance vehicle from 
the plane.
An explosion occurred as the 

plane’s right wingtip struck an Ar

my vehicle at the end of the runway, 
according to the report. The 
airplane, in flames, came to rest 
about 2,040 feet from the initial im
pact.
At 9 a.m. that day, Capt. Garry 

Bardo Jr. started the plane’s 
engines at Pope Air Force Base. The 
airplane was one of four C-130s fly
ing a formation toward Fort Bragg’s 
Sicily Drop Zone.
After takeoff at about 9:37 a.m., 

the C-130 flew designated routes 
over Pope and Fort Bragg. The air
craft crashed at 10:25 a.m., the 
report said.
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